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Aprilia

Alberto Calliano

At the last
Milan
Matorcycle
Show, Aprilia
devated part of
its stand to
design school
Projecls (508
photol, At the
cEntre, the
vespuccl maxi-
Sopober and
trailer designed
in partnership
wilth stugdents
at Turin's
Institute of
Applled Art and
Design.

pazsion and entrepreneurial

skills can create a style with a
Far-reaching impact. What started out
a¢ a simple Noale bicycle factory back
in the early sixties moved into
mopeds towards the end of that
decade under the guidance of
Alberto Beggio, father of Aprilia’s cur-
rent Chairman. hanc.

Over the years, Aprilia has developed
into something of a national symbol a5
well as a global phenomenon. It s
something of a David and Goliath story
after all: the little local bike company
that moved on from mopeds to
=oooters and from scootens to seri-
oushy powerful motorbikes; the min-
nows that took to the race rack with
such élan that their speed knocked
the Japanese giants off their perch as
they picked up 14 workd titles.

But theres maore to it than that
Aprilia embraced the design concept
right from the start when with a til
then unknown determination, it com-
milssioned the talented architect
Luciano Bertoncini to create shapes
and invent colours, shapes and colours
50 powerful, 50 daring, so quite simply
lcveabie that they have become a
benchmark for industrial design.

Once the sales figures showed
that they'd got it absolutely right,
Aprilia opened its own Style Centre
in 1986 under Gianfranco Frison,
whao is still its director among his
many other important duties. At
the same time they set up relation-
ships with independent designers,
most famously with Philip Stark.
Less high profile, but just as impor-
tant are Aprilia's contacts with

A prilia: lving proof that genuine

A SCOOTER LESSON

Motorcycle

A lezione di scooter

younger designers and with design
schools.
“We're very keen®, explaing Frison,

“to keep in touch with the young cre-

ative talents, keen to know what
they're thinking and what thay like,
And naturalty when we're looking for
people to work with us we seek out
the ones who share our particular
philozophy”.

In order to coordinate all this activ-
ity the Style Centre has set up two
waorking groups. One consists of
young designers from vanous coun-
tries who are mostly engaged in cul-
tural research, in communication and
the exchange of ideas with the
schools. The other comprises more
mature designers whose role is more
critical and anatytical. .

“Dur first contact with the design
schoolks™, says Frison, "was the Art
Center Colliege of Pasadena in kate 1996-
garty 1997 That retationship want on

progetti svoitl
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o Tarino.

int: 199 with the “Aprilia Coes West™
project which imestigated possible
Apriia produdts for the LS market™
“Then in earty 19987, he
continued, “we worked
with [AAD (the Turin
Institute of Applied Art
and Design on a r
“dlass project” for
their students
that involwed
designing a city
seooter, We
repeated the
experience st
vear and the out-
come was the

Vespucd proto- o ;
type developed by Massimiliano Terio preparatory
and Stephan Burli, 8 project coordi- sketches for
nated by Gianluca Baccelli. That proto-
type made its first public appearance
in the Milan Bike Show where it
aroused a great deal of interest”,




Motorcycle

Abowve and right:
A sketeh and a
madel of the
soooter that was
built on Aprilia
mechanicals by
Dario Lopez for
nis Architecture
degree tmesis, A
complex of
erical

shapes, the
desiqn%stures

asymmetrical
siges that come
togetner in an
unusual rear
end (Log rightl,
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The Viespucti is a unigue concept: a
powerful scooter and 3 trailer you
can set up anyway you like. It is just a
concept for the moment, but there is
No reason why it couldn't be devel-
oped into a vehicle for the US market
at some future time

“The fact is”, emphasises Frison
“only a tiny percentage of the ideas
we get from the schools ever gets as
far as production: just over 1% I'd say
On the other hand we get a lot cut of
the way the students communicate,
their fresh ideas and their approach
b0 graphic disign®. Under this head-
ing, another notewarthy retationship
has been forged with Umea, the
Swedish unhversity institute of desian
(s&e report on B 1000, one of whose
students. Par Gustafsson, designed
the “Devo 6007, 3 concept that com-
bines elements of the motorbike and
the maxiscooter.

However, perhaps the most inter-
esting aspect of this relationship
between Aprilia and the schools is the
woork it does with IUAV, the Venice
University Institute of Architecture.
This March, Dario Lopez presented a
degree thesis which took the form of
a city vehicle built on Aprilia mechani-

cals (his project was also shown at
Milan) that was compact, curaceous
and with asymmetrical sides. Dario
Lopez is currently working with Aprilia
and indeed may soon be taking up a
Jjob at the Style Centre

“That”, says Frison, Tis the dream of
all the young designers who get
involved with us, They may not
reaiise, at first, what a difficult job it
actually is, but after just a few
months they discover that even an
apparently simple product can con-
ceal considerable complexity™.

The problems of course vary
according o the nature of the prod-
uct being designed. “A scooter is cer-
Lainty the easiest of all to design”, he
concludes “because there’s so much
bodywork 1o be inventive about.
That's why we let our aspiring young
designers loose on SCooter projects
The motorbike on the other hand is a
highly technical product that
demands lots of experience. That's
why the Aprilia youngsters always get
back-up From our old hands”

The “old hands” being those
designers with motorcycles in the
blood who can help to point neg-
phytes in the right direction. se
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on this page,
several of the
designs
created by
students at
the Art Center
Coliege of
Dasign in
Pasadena.
California.
The Itallan
matorbike
COMpany
Invited
STUTENTS T
tackle the
theme:
“Aprilia goes
Wiest”, At the
top, Akira
Nishimura’s
matorbike; on
the left from
top to
bottom, the
models
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By Simon Yu,
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